TOUR "SERBIA 101"
DAY 1

"SERBIA 101"
Around Serbia in 8 days
NOTES:
Difficulty level: challenging
5 EXTREME
4 DEMANDING
3 CHALLENGING
2 MODERATE
1 EASY

Languages: Serbian

BELGRADE

On the first of the tour we will explore Serbia’s capital Belgrade
focusing both on its history and present day and modern lifestyle.
Its turbulent history has shaped it with mixed architectural styles but
also with a special charm and humor in its citizens, with a tendency of
taking things lightly and finding a funny side in everything.
During the tour we will visit some of the most important historical sites
of the city such as Kalemegdan Fortress, The Belgrade Cathedral,
Church of St. Sava, House of Parliament and so on, while also taking
time to learn about the modern day lifestyle of a Belgradian – visiting
an open market, sipping coffee in a local café in the hip district of
Dorcol and rounding things off with a dinner in the bohemian quarter of
Skadarlija, with the sounds of traditional local live orchestra.

English

DAY 2
Other languages available on request

The prog
ram is inf
ormative
the price
,
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passenge of
rs
HIGHLIGHTS
Learning the Serbia basics
Capital city of Belgrade
Multi-cultural city of Subotica
Novi Sad and the Petrovaradin Fortress
Beautiful natural landscapes of Western
Serbia
Serbia’s medieval capital city – Krusevac
Fortified medieval monastery of Manasija
Royal legacy of two royal dynasties from
19th century
Wine region of Sumadija

BELGRADE – SUBOTICA – NOVI SAD - BELGRADE

After breakfast, check-out of the hotel and departure towards
northern province of Vojvodina. We head all the way to the
Hungarian border where we will visit the town of Subotica and Palic
Lake. Subotica, much like most of Vojvodina, has through large parts
of its history belonged to Austro-Hungarian Empire, which is still
reflected in its architecture and cultural heritage. Subotica is one of
the most culturally and ethnically diverse cities in Serbia – a city
where the synagogue and catholic cathedral are among the most
important landmarks. After a tour through the city, we will take a
break at the Palic Lake, located just outside of town.
As the tour continues, we head to the city of Novi Sad, capital of
Vojvodina province and the second largest city in Serbia. We will visit
the Petrovaradin Fortress and walk through the old city center of
Novi Sad, taking a closer look at landmarks such as the Cathedral, the
Freedom Square, the Republic Square, City Hall and more.
Return to Belgrade in the evening. Overnight.

DAY 3

BELGRADE – PERUCAC – MOKRA GORA

After breakfast, we depart towards southwest Serbia, reaching some
of beautiful natural landscapes of the country in Perucac Lake after a
4-hour drive. Perucac is an artificial lake created by a dam at river
Drina, on the border with Bosnia & Herzegovina. It is part of the
National Park Tara, a stunning mountain landscape with intact nature.
We will climb towards the Banjska Stena viewpoint, with spectacular
views of the lake that lays underneath and the surrounding hills. After
the photo break and a relaxing time in nature, we continue towards
the Mokra Gora mountain and the ethno village of Mecavnik, also
known as Drvengrad (eng. Wooden city). A creation of Serbia’s
famous movie director Emir Kusturica, the village was initially built as
a movie set but being located at such a unique location it has
become a popular getaway spot for those in search of peace and
quiet, far from the busy city life.
Dinner with local cuisine specialties and overnight in Mecavnik
village.
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DAY 4

MOKRA GORA – MANASTIR ZICA – VRNJACKA BANJA

After breakfast we will take a ride on the Shargan Eight railway – a unique narrow gauge railway in the shape of
a number eight with spectacular views of hills and mountains of west Serbia. After a 2-hour ride, we say
goodbye to our hosts in the Mecavnik village and farewell to the beautiful landscapes of surrounding
mountains and head towards the central Serbia. Central Serbia was the heart of Serbia’s medieval country with
Krusevac as its capital. The most important historical legacy of the region are Serbian Orthodox monasteries
built in 13th and 14th century by the first royal dynasty of Serbia – the Nemanjici. We will visit the Zica
monastery, built in 13th century by Serbia’s first king – Stefan Prvovencani (eng. Stefan the Firstcrowned). This is
the monastery where every following king had to be crowned before becoming the official ruler of the country.
After the monastery we take a short bus ride towards the town of Vrnjacka Banja, a small picturesque spa town
in the heart of Serbia.
Overnight at Vrnjačka banja.

DAY 5

VRNJACKA BANJA – KRUSEVAC – NIS

After breakfast, we depart towards the southeast Serbia and the city of Nis. Along the way we will stop in
Krusevac, a former capital of Serbia where we will see the Lazarica Church, built by Prince Lazar prior to the
famous Kosovo battle where he lead the Serbian army against the invading Turkish Empire. We will also visit
the National Museum in Krusevac, holding important historical, ethnographic, cultural and other collections. Our
tour continues and we reach the city of Nis. Dating back to antique times, Nis (lat. Naisus), was an important
town in Roman Empire and the birthplace of the famous emperor Constantine the Great, who established
Christianity as official religion of Roman Empire. During the city tour we will see the Nis Fortress and the Skull
Tower as some of the most important historical landmarks of the city.
Overnight in Nis.

DAY 6

NIS – RAVANICA MONASTERY – LISINA LAKE – MANASIJA MONASTERY
– KRAGUJEVAC

After breakfast we depart from Nis and head back towards central Serbia. Our first stop is the Ravanica
Monastery – a late 14th century monastery, legacy and burial place of Prince Lazar. The church is considered to
be the birthplace of new artistic movement in the architectural style of Serbian Orthodox monasteries – the
Morava school, named by the river Morava. The monastery visit is followed by a lunch break in a beautiful
natural setting by the Lisina waterfalls, not too far from the monastery. After the lunch, our next stop is Manasija
Monastery, an early 15th century monastery characterized by the massive fortress that surrounds it. After visiting
the monastery we head towards the city of Kragujevac.
Overnight in Kragujevac.

DAY 7

KRAGUJEVAC – OPLENAC – WINE TASTING – BELGRADE

After the breakfast, we have a short tour through the center and head towards the outskirts of the city where we
will visit Memorial Park Sumarice. After an unsuccessful attempt by the Serbian rebels Partizani against German
forces in World War II, the Germans took over 3000 men and boys from the city of Kragujevac to the hills and
executed them as a retribution. The memorial park was built in 1953 as a tribute to the sacrifice of people of
Kragujevac. After the memorial park, we head towards the Sumadija region in central Serbia and the small town
of Topola, where we will visit the royal complex of Oplenac. Oplenac was built in early 20th century by King
Peter I of Yugoslavia, as a legacy of Karadjordjevic royal family. Twenty six members of the family including the
founder of the dynasty Karadjordje, are buried here. The complex includes the Church of St. George’s, King
Peter’s house, a royal vineyard and wine cellar. After finishing the Oplenac tour, we head to a winery close-by,
located in a beautiful setting on a hilltop where we will have a lunch and enjoy some wine tasting.
We arrive back to Belgrade in the afternoon.
Free evening and overnight.

DAY 8

BELGRADE

Enjoy your last day of the tour in Belgrade with a visit to the museum of Nikola Tesla or the Museum of Modern
Art, followed by a relaxing lunch by the river, underneath the Belgrade Fortress.
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